


Principles for Catholic Scripture Study 
–  Context, Context, Context 

–  Four Senses of Scripture (CCC 115-119) 

•  Literal – What the author intended to say 

•  Allegorical – Points to Christ 

•  Moral – Points to living Christian life 

•  Anagogical – Points to eternal destiny, the Last Things 



•  It is the most “Biblical” book in the Bible 
 

•  It has a system of symbolism 
 

•  It is first a prophecy about imminent events 
 

•  It is about the dominion of Jesus Christ 
 

•  It is liturgical 



•  Sunday worship (1) 
•  High priest (1) 
•  Altar (8,11,14) 
•  Priests (4,11,14,19) 
•  Vestments (1,6,7,15,19) 
•  Lampstands (1) 
•  Incense (5) 
•  Book/Scroll read (2) 
•  Chalices (15,16) 
•  Gloria (15) 

•  Alleluia (11) 
•  Lift up your hearts (11) 
•  Holy, Holy, Holy (4) 
•  Lamb of God (throughout) 
•  Virgin Mary (12) 
•  Intercessions (5,6,8) 
•  Reading scripture (2,3,8) 
•  Priesthood of faithful (1,20) 
•  Silent contemplation (8) 
•  Marriage supper of Lamb (19) 



•  The Case Against John… 
–  Language and style differences 

 

•  The Case for John… 
–  Early Church: Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, Tertullian, 

Clement of Alexandria… 
–  Language similarities: “Lamb of God”, “Word of 

God”, “I AM” statements, etc. 



•  Apocalyptic or Prophetic? 
 

•  Relies heavily on Old Testament writings 
 

•  Is set within a liturgical context 
 

•  Covenantal language & structure  



•  Island of Patmos 
•  Seven Churches of Asia Minor 

–  Ephesus 
–  Smyrna 
–  Pergamum 
–  Thyatira 
–  Sardis 
–  Philadelphia 
–  Laodicea 



•  The Case for Late Authorship (After AD 70) 
–  Irenaeus’ comment in Against Heresies 

•  “It was seen not long ago…at the end of the reign of 
Domitian” 
 

•  The Case for Early Authorship (Before AD 70) 
–  Written during widespread persecution  
–  List of Emperors & Rev. 17 reference to 7 kings 
–  Measuring of the Temple in Rev. 11 



•  Preterist – all in the past 
 

•  Futurist – all in the future 
 

•  Historicist – fulfilled over time 
 

•  Spiritual-Idealist – all symbolic 



•  The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him 
to show to his servants what must soon take 
place…(v.1) 
 

•  I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day…(v.10) 
 

•  Seven Lampstands & Seven Stars…(v.12-20) 
 

•  One like a Son of Man…(v.13) 



•  Letters to the Seven Churches 
–  Addressed to specific churches, yet also applies 

to all churches at all times 
–  Is a warning that the vision of Jerusalem’s 

judgment can apply to them if they don’t remain 
faithful 



•  Heavenly Visions of Worship / Liturgy 
–  Precious Stones 
–  24 Elders  
–  Seven Torches / Seven Spirits 
–  Sea of Glass 
–  4 Living Creatures 
–  “Holy, Holy, Holy” 
–  Incense 
–  The Scroll, the Lion & the Lamb 



•  Seven Seals (6-8) 
–  Four Horsemen 
–  Saints are marked/sealed 
–  144,000 and a Great Multitude in Heaven 

•  Seven Trumpets (8-11) 
–  Plagues call to mind plagues of Exodus 
–  Two Witnesses 
–  Victory of Christ 



•  Woman clothed with the sun 
•  Dragon & Heavenly Warfare 

•  Two Beasts 
–  From the Land 
–  From the Sea 

•  Mark of the Beast 
•  Number of the Beast: 666 



•  Seven Bowls/Chalices 
–  Plagues mirror the Seven Trumpets and plagues 

of Egypt 
–  Continues imagery of New Exodus 

•  Armageddon 



•  Mystery of Harlot & Beast 
•  Fall of Babylon & Celebration in Heaven 

•  Wedding Feast of the Lamb 

•  The Millennium  

•  Final Battle & Final Judgment 



Premillennial 
–  Christ will return & reign over a literal, earthly 

kingdom for 1,000 years before final judgment 
–  Two Types: 

•  Historic Premillennialism 

•  Dispensational Premillennialism 

–  Rapture & Left Behind 
–  Rejected by Catholic Church – CCC 676 



•  Postmillennial  
–  Christ will return after a “Golden Age” of the 

Church 
–  1,000 years may be literal or symbolic time when 

most of world is converted & Christians rule the 
world in peace & righteousness  

–  Popularized through writings of John Calvin 
–  Rejected by Catholic Church – CCC 677 



Amillennial  
–  No millennium 
–  1,000 years is a symbolic expression only 
–  St. Augustine 

•  Time between two Advents of Christ 
•  Jesus’ passion/death/resurrection bound Satan 
•  Satan will be loosed for brief period prior to the end 

–  The Church is the sacramental presence of Jesus 
–  No official position/statement by the Church 



•  New Heaven & New Earth 
•  God dwelling among his people 

•  Water of Life, Tree of Life 

•  Time is near 
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“Antichrist” only in 1 John & 2 John 
•  Children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so 

now many antichrists have come; therefore we know that it is the last hour. (1 Jn 
2:18) 

•  Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he 
who denies the Father and the Son. (1 Jn 2:22) 

•  By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit which confesses that Jesus Christ 
has come in the flesh is of God, and every spirit which does not confess Jesus is 
not of God. This is the spirit of antichrist, of which you heard that it was coming, 
and now it is in the world already. (1 Jn 4:2-3) 

•  For many deceivers have gone out into the world, men who will not acknowledge 
the coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh; such a one is the deceiver and the 
antichrist. (2 Jn 1:7) 



2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 
Let no one deceive you in any way; for that day will not come, unless the 
rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of 
perdition, who opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god or object 
of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming himself 
to be God. Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you this? 
And you know what is restraining him now so that he may be revealed in his 
time. For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who now 
restrains it will do so until he is out of the way. And then the lawless one will be 
revealed, and the Lord Jesus will slay him with the breath of his mouth and 
destroy him by his appearing and his coming. The coming of the lawless one by 
the activity of Satan will be with all power and with pretended signs and 
wonders, and with all wicked deception for those who are to perish, because 
they refused to love the truth and so be saved.  








